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The AEU has issued a Statement condemning the Russian invasion of Ukraine, an illegal act of 

aggression against a sovereign democratic nation.  The Statement expresses our additional 
concern for those who are vulnerable to repression and violence from Russia, including 

humanists and other freethinkers as well as journalists reporting on the crisis.  The Statement 
calls for compassionate relief for refugees seeking asylum in the US and elsewhere 

 

The AEU Stands for Peaceful Solutions to 
the Ukraine Crisis  

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine under the autocratic rule of President Vladimir Putin is a violation 
of international law, a threat to world peace and stability, and is endangering innocent lives. This 
act of aggression violates the values of the United Nations and ethical standards of decency. 

As a result, the American Ethical Union (AEU) stands with Ukraine, a democracy, against this 
aggression by an authoritarian Russia. The AEU calls on all parties to work toward de-escalation 
and diplomatic solutions to the present violence. We condemn Russia’s invasion and encourage 
Ethical Culturists to contact their representatives in the US House and Senate to call for 
diplomacy. 



We support sanctions, which hopefully will bring Russia back to the negotiating table. We urge 
members of Ethical Societies to support refugee organizations that will be severely tested during 
this time of conflict. 

The AEU also calls for the protection of Ukrainian journalists and international reporters 
covering the conflict and implores all media outlets to seek the truth and report on it ethically in 
ways that minimize harm and illuminate facts. We are concerned about the impact this conflict 
will have on humanists and other freethinkers given Putin’s stance on the separation of church 
and state. 

In the long run, the best path forward is a commitment to creating a Culture of Peace. We 
strongly suggest actions offered in a 2021 Resolution passed by the Assembly of the AEU that 
promote “a culture of peace in our personal relationships, in our homes, in our local 
communities, in the work of our Ethical Societies, and in our nation, including how our work 
against economic injustice, systemic racism, and climate change promotes such a culture of 
peace.” 

 

Support Peaceful Solutions to the Ukraine Crisis 
 
The Call:  The American Ethical Union calls its members and local Ethical Societies to support 
peaceful solutions to the Ukraine crisis. 
 

Actions Needed: 
 

• Help amplify the AEU Statement. 
§ Announce/publicize the Statement in your local Ethical Society through 

your internal communications media.  The Statement has been emailed to 
all AEU members; it is important that members be reminded to open that 
email and read it.  Repetition of our Ethical concerns will help to build a 
concerted response from our members. 

 
§ Help amplify the Statement in social media with Likes, Comments, and, 

most importantly, Shares.  Your engagement will help increase the 
likelihood that others in our existing network will see and read the 
Statement.  Shares expand our reach to your network.  

§ On Facebook 
§ On Instagram 

 
§ Help amplify the AEU Statement in your local news media with a Letter 

to the Editor.  (Send a copy of your letter to ethicalaction-chair@aeu.org.) 
 



§ Help amplify the AEU Statement in your local community by sending a 
copy to local and regional organizations that share our concern for 
democracy and human rights.  Don’t forget to include interfaith coalitions 
and organizations in your outreach. 

 
§ Support peaceful solutions to the Ukraine crisis by writing your 

elected representatives to urge them to support diplomatic initiatives 
that support peace, human rights, and democracy. 

 
 

• RESOURCES: 

2021 – Renewal of Commitment to a Culture of Peace 

23 Aug 2021 
Resolutions 

Proposed by National Ethical Service, an affiliate of the American Ethical Union, to the 2021 
Assembly of the American Ethical Union. 

WHEREAS the American Ethical Union has supported a culture of peace throughout its 
existence, asserting the worth and dignity of all human beings without exception, and has 
repeatedly called upon our national leaders as well as its own members to act to resolve conflict 
peaceably and equitably; 

WHEREAS several United Nations General Assembly resolutions in the last quarter century 
have called for a culture of peace, as an “alternative to the culture of war and violence,” 
describing a culture of peace as “an integral approach to prevent violence and conflicts and to 
contribute to the creation of conditions for peace” through “education for peace, the promotion 
of sustainable economic and social development, respect for human rights, equality between 
women and men, democratic participation, tolerance, the free flow of information, and 
disarmament.” [1998 United Nations General Assembly Resolution on the Culture of Peace, 
1996 United Nations General Assembly Resolution on a Culture of Peace, 1999 Programme of 
Action on a Culture of Peace, adopted by the General Assembly]; 

WHEREAS the American Ethical Union explicitly supported the establishment of a United 
States Department of Peace and Nonviolence in a resolution in 2006; 

WHEREAS a new proposal has been introduced in Congress in 2021, H.R. 1111, which also 
promotes a culture of peace, seeking to establish a cabinet-level Department of Peacebuilding. 
and rooting the need for such a Department not only in the continuing human and economic costs 
of violence and war in global wars involving the United States but also in the continuing human 
and economic costs of violence within our nation; 

WHEREAS systemic racism, economic injustice, and climate change are key root causes of 
violence and war; 



WHEREAS H.R. 1111 incorporates proposed goals aligned with past positions of American 
Ethical Union resolutions, including building a just, sustainable, and peaceful global society; 
confronting and uprooting systemic racism in America; working for economic justice; and 
addressing climate change; 

THEREFORE The American Ethical Union in 2021 resolves to: 

• Renew our commitment to a culture of peace within the United States and globally; 
• Continue to stress in our public presence the importance of a culture of peace in our 

personal relationships, in our homes, in our local communities, in the work of our Ethical 
Societies, and in our nation, including how our work against economic injustice, systemic 
racism, and climate change promotes such a culture of peace;  

• Support the National Ethical Service, an affiliate organization, in its work in coalitions 
that support a culture of peace internationally; and 

• Urge Ethical Societies and their members to take actions to promote a culture of peace, 
including: 

  

1. learn about peacebuilding and a culture of peace, including the content of the United 
Nations documents and H.R. 1111 and similar proposals; 

2. work with other Ethical Societies, including regionally and nationally, in education and 
action; 

3. support H.R. 1111 and future equivalent proposals through appropriate activities and 
actions;  

4. continue to educate themselves and others on root causes and effective solutions to 
violence and war; 

5. continue efforts to educate about and dismantle systemic racism as a key root cause of 
violence; 

6. continue efforts to educate about and act to reverse climate change as a key root cause of 
war;  

7. continue efforts to educate about and act to end economic injustice as a key root cause of 
violence; and 

8. support in coalitions and by their own efforts other global, national, local, and 
interpersonal peacebuilding efforts to end violence and build a culture of peace, including 
human rights, economic justice, and an environment that can sustain human thriving 

 Resources:  Federal Legislation 
Text – H.R.1111 – 117th Congress (2021-2022): Department of Peacebuilding Act of 2021 | 
Congress.gov | Library of Congress 

UN Resolutions A/RES/51/101 – Culture of peace – UN Documents: Gathering a body 
of global agreements (un-documents.net) 



Reference to Other Resources for consideration: 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have 
outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall 
enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the 
highest aspiration of the common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to 
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of 
law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights 
of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life 
in larger freedom, 

Now, therefore, The General Assembly, 

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for 
all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping 
this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for 
these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their 
universal and effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States 
themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.  

Article 6   
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 13   
Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state.  
Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country. 

 



Article 14   
Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. This 
right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes 
or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15   
1. Everyone has the right to a nationality. 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his 

nationality. 

Article 21 
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through 

freely chosen representatives. 
2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be 

expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal 
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

Article 22  Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled 
to realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the 
organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality. 

Article 28 
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth 
in this Declaration can be fully realized. 

Article 29 
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of 

his personality is possible. 
2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such 

limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition 
and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of 
morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society. 

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 

================================================================== 



The crime of aggression is defined in art. 8bis in the Rome Statute of the 
ICC adopted at the 2010 Review Conference in Kampala. In essence, three elements are 
required: 

First, the perpetrator must be a political or military leader, i.e. a “person in a position 
effectively to exercise control over or to direct the political or military action of a State”. 

Second, the Court must prove that the perpetrator was involved in the planning, preparation, 
initiation or execution of such a State act of aggression. 

Third, such a State act must amount to an act of aggression in accordance with the definition 
contained in General Assembly Resolution 3314, and it must, by its character, gravity and scale, 
constitute a manifest violation of the UN Charter. This implies that only the most serious 
forms of illegal use of force between States can be subject to the Court’s jurisdiction. Cases of 
lawful individual or collective self-defence, as well as action authorized by the Security Council 
are thus clearly excluded. 

 

General Assembly Resolution 3314     Crime of aggression 
1. For the purpose of this Statute, “crime of aggression” means the planning, preparation, 
initiation or execution, by a person in a position effectively to exercise control over or to direct 
the political or military action of a State, of an act of aggression which, by its character, gravity 
and scale, constitutes a manifest violation of the Charter of the United Nations. 

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1, “act of aggression” means the use of armed force by a State 
against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of another State, or in any 
other manner inconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations. Any of the following acts, 
regardless of a declaration of war, shall, in accordance with United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 3314 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974, qualify as an act of aggression: 

(a) The invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of the territory of another State, or any 
military occupation, however temporary, resulting from such invasion or attack, or any 
annexation by the use of force of the territory of another State or part thereof; 

(b) Bombardment by the armed forces of a State against the territory of another State or the use 
of any weapons by a State against the territory of another State; 

(c) The blockade of the ports or coasts of a State by the armed forces of another State; 

(d) An attack by the armed forces of a State on the land, sea or air forces, or marine and air fleets 
of another State; 



(e) The use of armed forces of one State which are within the territory of another State with the 
agreement of the receiving State, in contravention of the conditions provided for in the 
agreement or any extension of their presence in such territory beyond the termination of the 
agreement; 

(f) The action of a State in allowing its territory, which it has placed at the disposal of another 
State, to be used by that other State for perpetrating an act of aggression against a third State; 

(g) The sending by or on behalf of a State of armed bands, groups, irregulars or mercenaries, 
which carry out acts of armed force against another State of such gravity as to amount to the acts 
listed above, or its substantial involvement therein. 

============================================ 

  



Nuremberg Principles, August 8, 1945 
CHARTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 

AUGUST 8, 1945 [Signatories: USA, USSR, Britain, France] 

The following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal for 
which there shall be individual responsibility: 

(a) Crimes against peace: namely, planning, preparation, initiation or waging of a war of 
aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties, agreements or assurances, or 
participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the foregoing; 

(b) War Crimes: namely, violations of the laws or customs of war. Such violations shall 
include, but not be limited to, murder, ill-treatment or deportation to slave labor or for any other 
purpose of civilian population of or in occupied territory, murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of 
war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of public or private property, wanton 
destruction of cities, towns, or villages, or devastation not justified by military necessity; 

(c) Crimes against humanity: namely, murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, and 
other inhumane acts committed against any civilian populations, before or during the war; or 
prosecutions on political, racial or religious grounds in execution of or in connection with any 
crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, whether or not in violation of the domestic law of 
the country where perpetrated. 

Leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices participating in the formulation or execution of 
a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for all acts 
performed by any persons in execution of such plan. 

 

ARTICLE VII  The official position of defendants, whether as Heads of States or responsible 
officials in Government Departments, shall not be considered as freeing them from responsibility 
or mitigating punishment. 

ARTICLE VIII  The fact that the Defendant acted pursuant to order of his Government or of a 
superior shall not free him from responsibility, but may be considered in mitigation of 
punishment if the Tribunal determines that justice so requires. 

==================================================================== 
  



CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF 
CIVILIAN PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR  Geneva, August 12, 1949 

 

PART II. GENERAL PROTECTION OF POPULATIONS AGAINST CERTAIN 
CONSEQUENCES OF WAR 

 

ARTICLE XIII  The provisions of Part II cover the whole of the populations of the countries in 
conflict, without any adverse distinction based, in particular, on race, nationality, religion or 
political opinion, and are intended to alleviate the sufferings caused by war... 

ARTICLE XVI  The wounded and sick, as well as the infirm, and expectant mothers, shall be 
the object of particular protection and respect...  

ARTICLE XVIII  Civilian hospitals organized to give care to the wounded and sick, the infirm 
and maternity cases, may in no circumstances be the object of attack, but shall at all times be 
respected and protected by the Parties to the conflict... 

==================================================================================== 

 

  



Laws and Customs of War on Land (Hague, IV), October 18, 1907 

CONVENTION RESPECTING THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND 
The Hague, October 18, 1907  [Ratified by the U.S. Senate on March 10, 1908] 

 

 

ARTICLE XXII 

The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited. 

ARTICLE XXIII 

In addition to the prohibitions provided by special Conventions, it is especially forbidden: 

(a) To employ poison or poisoned weapons;  (b) To kill or wound treacherously individuals 
belonging to the hostile nation or army; (c) To kill or wound an enemy who, having laid down 
his arms, or having no longer means of defense, has surrendered at discretion; (d) To declare that 
no quarter will be given; (e) To employ arms, projectiles, or material calculated to cause 
unnecessary suffering; ... 

ARTICLE XXV 

The attack or bombardment, by whatever means, of towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings 
which are undefended is prohibited. 

ARTICLE XXVI 

The officer in command of an attacking force must, before commencing a bombardment, except 
in cases of assault, do all in his power to warn the authorities. 

ARTICLE XXVII 

In sieges and bombardments all necessary steps must be taken to spare, as far as possible, 
buildings dedicated to religion, art, science, or charitable purposes, historic monuments, 
hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are collected, provided that they are not being 
used at the time for military purposes.  It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of 
such buildings or places by distinctive and visible signs, which shall be notified to the enemy 
beforehand. 

===================================================================== 


